Incorporating drama activities in the ESL classroom: An exploratory study / Nur Diyana A Rahman by A Rahman, Nur Diyana
UNIVERSITI TEKNOLOGI MARA
INCORPORATING DRAMA ACTIVITIES IN THE
ESL CLASSROOM: AN EXPLORATORY STUDY
NUR DIYANA DINTI A RAHMAN
Thesis submitted in fulfilment of the requirements for the Masters Degree
of Education in the Teaching of English as Second Language (TESL)
Master of Education (TESL)
Faculty of Education
MARCH 2011
Candidate's declaration
I declare that the work in this thesis was carried out in accordance with the regulations
of Universiti Teknologi MARA. It is original and is the result of my own work, unless
otherwise indicated or acknowledged as referenced work. This thesis has not been
submitted to any other academic institution or non-academic institution for any other
degree or qualification.
In the event that my thesis is found to violate the conditions mentioned above, I
voluntarily waive the right of conferment of my degree and agree to be subjected to
the disciplinary rules and regulations of Universiti Teknologi MARA.
Name of Candidate
Candidate's ID No.
Programme
Faculty
Thesis Title
Signature of Candidate
Nur Diyana Binti A Rahman
2008264674
Master of Education (TESL)
Faculty of Education
Incorporating Drama Activities in The ESL Classroom:
An Exploratory Study
.............................~ .
March 2011
ii
Abstract
This paper reports on an exploratory study designed to explore (a) 
students’ perceptions towards the incorporation of drama activities, (b) issues 
faced by the students throughout the incorporation of drama activities, and (c) 
the extent of communication and participation among students brought about 
by the use of drama activities. The convenience samples were among thirty 
(30) English second language learners of a General English class of 
Limkokwing University. The data were collected through pre and post 
interviews, and classroom’s observations. Analyses of the data were explained 
based on sub-themes, which revealed positive feedbacks in students’ 
perceptions towards working in groups, communicating and performing with 
others; as part of the incorporation of drama activities. Moreover, the issues 
faced by the teacher and students throughout the incorporation of drama 
activities were discovered. There were only two (2) students showed 
significant changes in their communication and participation in drama 
activities, while the other remaining students were still passive and not 
interested in communicating and participating in the drama activities.
Abstrak
Tujuan kajian ini dilaksanakan adalah untuk mengkaji dan 
mengenalpasti (a) persepsi pelajar tentang pengendalian aktiviti-aktiviti drama 
di dalam kelas Bahasa Inggeris (b) cabaran yang dihadapi oleh guru dan 
pelajar-pelajar semasa pengendalian aktiviti-aktiviti drama (c) tahap 
komunikasi dan kerjasama di antara pelajar semasa pengendalian aktiviti- 
aktiviti drama. Sampel kepada kajian ini terdiri daripada 30 pelajar Bahasa 
Inggeris di dalam kelas yang dikenali sebagai ’General English’ di 
Limkokwing University of Creative Technology (LUCT). Data dikumpul 
menggunakan temuduga dan kaedah pemerhatian. data-data yang dikumpul 
serta analisis daripada temuduga mendapat maklum balas yang positif daripada 
pelajar-pelajar tentang pengendalian aktiviti-aktiviti drama, 
walaubagaimanapun, guru dan pelajar-pelajar didapati masih menghadapi 
beberapa kesukaran dalam pengendalian aktiviti-aktiviti drama. Hanya dua 
orang pelajar pasif yang menunjukkan perubahan yang ketara berbanding 
empat orang pelajar yang lain yang masih kekal pasif.
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